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We appreciate our 
subscriber of the day, 
the Ohio Christian 
University Library. 
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SUBSCRIBER OF THE DAY

1 Christian Encarna-
cion-Strand and Elly De 
La Cruz had RBI doubles, 

Frankie Montas pitched 5 2/3 
innings and the Cincinnati 
Reds beat the Philadelphia 
Phillies 4-1 on Wednesday 
night after a long rain delay. 
The game was originally 
scheduled for the afternoon, 
but the start was pushed 
back three hours because 
of heavy rain in the fore-
cast. Then the teams waited 
out an additional delay of 
3 hours, 55-minutes — the 
second-longest stoppage 
in the 20-year history of Citi-
zens Bank Park. Speaking of 
rain delays, there were a lot of 
Pickaway County high school 
sporting events canceled this 
week due to rainy weather. 
For sports, see page B2.  

2 Lot 302 was a part of 
old lot No. 11 and 12 on 
the Circle. One of the 

first occupants known was 
the M & W Pickaway Lodge 
No. 23 F. & A. M. on the third 
floor. Dates listed were 1845 
through 1852. Other early 
occupants were a shoe fac-
tory and the John Moss 
Saloon. By 1897 D. Strahm 
& Co. produced cigars there 
until 1901. W. H. Dotter pur-
chased the building in 1908 
and created a café and pool 
hall there which lasted until 
1909. To read Darlene Weav-
er’s Pickaway Places column, 
see page A3. 

3 On Monday, I plan to 
pack a picnic lunch, 
grab my ISO-approved 

glasses, get in the car, and 
drive a little bit northwest so 
I can join hundreds of thou-
sands of others in experienc-
ing a total solar eclipse. I first 
learned about eclipses by 
reading the Bobbsey Twin 
mysteries. To read more of 
Pastor Nancy Jo Dederer’s 
Values for Living column, see 
page A4.  

3 THINGS TO KNOW

MILES LAYTON
Editor

Circleville City Law Direc-
tor Kendra Kinney issued a state-
ment Thursday clarifying who 
will conduct investigations into 
Police Chief Shawn Baer and Act-
ing Police Douglas Davis, both of 
whom have been suspended with 
pay.

Baer was suspended March 11 
for allegations of misconduct.

Davis was suspended last week 
due to alleged employee miscon-
duct.

In Kinney’s statement to the 

media issued around 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, she said two law firms 
hired on the behalf of City Hall are 
conducting these investigations.

Investigations regarding Chief 
Shawn Baer and Acting 
Chief Douglas Davis are not 
being handled by the City of 
Circleville, contrary to the 
information circulating in 
the media. The investiga-
tions and advice on deci-
sions related to these mat-
ters have been and are continued to 
be provided by the law firms of Frost 
Brown Todd and by Fishel Downey 
Albrecht & Ripenhoff, LLC. In order 

to protect the integrity of the ongo-
ing investigations and required due 
process for individuals involved, the 
City of Circleville reserves comment 

until a time when the inves-
tigations have been com-
pleted or these firms are 
ready to make statements.

Kinney’s statement fol-
lows City Councilman 
Zack Brooks’s speech to 
the Council on Tuesday, in 
which he accused City Hall 

of withholding information about 
what’s been happening with the 
police department, which is under 
investigation by the state.

Brooks said though he’s filed a 
Public Records Request about two 
weeks ago with City Hall to learn 
more about what’s happening at 
CPD; he hasn’t received the doc-
uments he requested. Brooks said 
in some situations, media outlets’ 
requests for information had been 
prioritized over his requests.

When Kinney responded to 
Brooks’ statements regarding his 
Public Records Request, she never 
mentioned the law firms that City 
Hall hired to conduct the investi-
gations. Kinney referred Brooks’ 
inquiries to CPD.

LEXI HEIDISH
Pickaway Progress Partnership

William Murdock, the 
Executive Direc-
tor of the Mid-Ohio 

Regional Planning Commis-
sion (MORPC), presented to 
members of the Circleville 
Noon Rotary, shedding light on 
the region’s planned growth and 
sustainability initiatives.

MORPC, serving as the 
regional voice for Central Ohio 
communities, facilitates col-
laboration among stakehold-
ers to plan for future growth 
and ensure sustainability. With 
a focus on providing data anal-
ysis, community resources, and 
long-range planning, MORPC 
plays a pivotal role in guiding 
the development of the region.

During his presentation, 
Murdock emphasized the 
importance of “growing bet-
ter as we get bigger,” underscor-
ing the significance of respon-
sible growth strategies amid 
increasing population trends. 
With Central Ohio experienc-
ing notable growth, the need for 
homes and job opportunities is 
on the rise.

STAFF REPORTS

WESTERVILLE — Six 
APG-Ohio newspapers 
won a total of 14 Hooper 
Awards for 2023 during the 
Ohio News Media and Col-
legiate Fel-
lowship Day 
conference, 
which was 
held Thurs-
day at Quests 
Conference 
Center in 
Westerville.

“I am very 
proud of 
our team 
and their 
success,” 
said Paul 
Reynolds, 
regional 
president of 
APG-Ohio. 
“Their com-
mitment and 
pride for our 
local com-
munities is evident in the 
impressive array awards by a 
very talented team.”

LEXI HEIDISH 
Pickaway Progress Partnership

One tool used for eco-
nomic development in Pick-
away County is the Picka-
way County Port Author-
ity (Port). The Port works 
hand in hand with Pickaway 
Progress Partnership, Pick-
away County’s Commu-
nity Improvement Corpo-
ration (P3). For more infor-
mation about P3, see our 

introductory spotlight arti-
cle, or visit our website at 
pickawayprogress.com.

The Port is a governmen-
tal entity set up to promote 
economic development, 
facilitate infrastructure 
projects, and attract invest-
ment to Pickaway County. 
Despite its name, the Port 
may not be involved in mar-
itime activities like a tradi-
tional seaport; instead, the 
Port works to attract new 

businesses to the area and 
supports the expansion of 
existing ones.

The Port collaborates 
with various stakeholders 
including businesses, gov-
ernment agencies, educa-
tional institutions, and com-
munity organizations to 
use resources and expertise 
in achieving common eco-
nomic development goals. 

Not traveling to 
see Monday’s solar 
eclipse? You can 
watch it live online at 
our Circleville Her-
ald solar eclipse page, 
located at https://
www.circlevilleherald.
com/eclipse/. A lives-
tream of the eclipse 
will play on this page 
from 1–4 p.m., provid-
ing uninterrupted cov-
erage of this rare celes-
tial event.

For more about the 
eclipse, see page B1.

Circleville Noon Rotary 
learns about MORPC

SUBMITTED PHOTO

William Murdock, the Executive Director of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission (MORPC), recently spoke to the Circleville Noon Rotary Club. 
Murdock is pictured with Lexi Heidish, a member of Rotary and P3.

Circleville 
Herald wins 
ONMA 
awards

WATCH THE SOLAR ECLIPSE ONLINE 
WITH OUR LIVESTREAM PAGE

FILE PHOTO

Depiction of the outer 
atmosphere on the Sun, 
visible only during a total 
solar eclipse.

City Hall hires two law firms to investigate CPD issues

Kinney

Pickaway County Port Authority
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SPOTLIGHT
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Directions
12 miles west of Chillicothe on 35 to the

1st Frankfort exit (CR87) the right 0.1 mile.
Monday - Friday: 8:30am - 5:30pm; Saturday: 8:30am - 4:00pm

(740) 998-4303

Brothers Stay Open
On Monday, April 8, the area will

experience a rare event – a total
solar eclipse. Now it won’t be total
in Frankfort but it will be close. Some want to go west
to experience the total eclipse. But the majority of the
staff at The Old Home Place is happy to see what they
can from Frankfort. So The Old Home Place will be
open regular hours on Monday. Between 2 and 4 the
staff may be running outside quite a bit to view this rare
event. But they’ll still take care of the customers.

In about 2 weeks the new cheese case should
arrive. It has been inconvenient for both the customers
and staff to operate with another cooler. Thank you
for being understanding. If ever there is a cheese you
would love to have us keep in stock, just mention it
to the deli staff. That is one way we decide what new
products to get in.

OUR SERVICES

ACT NOW!
UP TO $600 off*

Offers can’t be combined.
Minimum purchase required.

Please call for details.

*10% off any job over $3,000. Up to a maximum of $600. Coupons must be presented at the time of inspection.
This offer may not be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer. Valid through 06/30/2024.

YOUR LOCAL
FOUNDATION REPAIR
ANDWATERPROOFING
EXPERT.
For a basement, crawl
space, or slab foundation,
we guide you on the right
path to a healthy home.

Family owned and operated
since 1996, we treat your
home like our own.

• Cracked or Bowing Walls
• Settling Foundations
• Concrete Leveling
• Crawl Space Repairs

CALL FOR YOUR FREE HOME INSPECTION

866-462-4812

$600 off*

BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER

• Sump Pumps
• Waterproofing
& Encapsulation

• Sagging Floors

Lot 302 was a part of old lot No. 11 
and 12 on the Circle. One of the first 
occupants known was the M & W 

Pickaway Lodge No. 23 F. & A. M. on the 
third floor. Dates listed were 1845 through 
1852.

Other early occupants were a shoe fac-
tory and the John Moss Saloon. By 
1897 D. Strahm & Co. produced 
cigars there until 1901. W. H. Dot-
ter purchased the building in 1908 
and created a café and pool hall 
there which lasted until 1909.

The Mecca then operated their 
famous restaurant there from 
1908 until 1916. Henry F. Blum 
then opened a restaurant there, 
followed by the Moore Shoe Co. 
and then the Ed Wallace Bakery 
which provided sweets for our 
town from 1921 through 1950.

Lindsey’s Bakery purchased the build-
ing in 1950 and began its full service bak-
ery, with breads, cakes, and their famous 
donuts. They are still operating on this site.

At the rear of this lot W. B. Haswell was 
producing his well known furnaces from 
1910 until 1927. After that Earl Fletcher 
had an auto repair shop and then Haswell 
returned for the years 1930-1936. Koch-
heiser Hardware Co. used the building as a 
warehouse from 1965-1971.

On the second floor of the bak-
ery building Joseph P. Duffy, a tai-
lor, was working in 1910. Joseph 
Staley, an optometrist, opened 
his office in 1939 and remained 
through 1940. He was followed 
by Fred Paul Studios in 1948.

Stansbury Construction Co. 
opened in 1949 and remained 
until 1951 when the Chamber of 
Commerce occupied the second 
floor. E. R. Bennett, Realtor was 
the last business on the second 

floor in 1975.
The building on the rear of the lot was 

destroyed in a fire. The bakery is still 
in operation and has provided a drive 
through for our sweet tooth.

PICKAWAY PLACES

Pickaway Places: 127 West Main Street has rich history

SUBMITTED PHOTO

J.D. DAVIDSON
The Center Square

Two Ohio lawmak-
ers want to make sure state 
schools follow federal law 
and allow groups like the 
Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts 
to be present during the 
school year.

Proposed legislation in 
the House of Representa-
tives requires schools to 
allow U.S. Title 36, which 
permits patriotic organi-
zations to provide infor-
mation to students. Those 
organizations could be the 
Boy Scouts, Girls Scouts, 
4-H, Future Farmers of 
America, Civil Air Patrol, 
Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America and many other 
groups.

The law also allows for 
patriotic and national 
observances and cere-
monies.

Schools receiving 
Title I funds are required 
to follow Title 36, and 
according to the Ohio 
Department of Edu-
cation, all state schools 
receive Title I funds.

Reps. Roy Klopfen-
stein, R-Haviland, and 
Sean Patrick, D-Parma, 
want to ensure the 
groups will continue 
being allowed in schools.

“These groups play a 
vital role in imparting 
civic and moral values, 
fostering robust leader-
ship skills, and promot-
ing personal develop-
ment among our youth,” 

Klopfenstein said.
The bill would allow the 

approved organizations to 
present information about 
what they do at least every 
academic year. The schools, 
however, can determine 
when, where and how the 

presentations can be held.
The organizations would 

have to undergo and pay for 
a background check similar 
to the ones used for teach-
ers.

“Teachers and admin-
istrators are bombarded 
with groups and individu-
als who want an audience 
with our students,” Brennan 
said. “Our bill will assist our 
schools by requiring proper 
vetting of those requesting 
to present to students and, 
at the end of the day, will 
benefit our young learn-
ers by giving them access to 
quality opportunities.”

Indiana recently passed a 
similar law, also with bipar-
tisan support.

Bill would ensure patriotic groups 
allowed to appear in Ohio schools

OHIO HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Ohio Rep. Roy Klopfenstein 
answers questions in front 
of a House committee in 
Columbus, Ohio.

DARLENE 
WEAVER

Ports often administer 
financing programs such 
as revolving loan funds and 
grants to provide financial 
help to prospective investors 
in Pickaway County.

One incentive offered 
through the Port is a sales 
and use tax exemption on 
construction materials. Typ-
ically, 50% of the costs of a 
building contributes to labor, 
which is not subject to sales 

tax. The remaining portion, 
materials cost, is where the 
sales and use tax exemption 
is applied.

Commenting on the 
importance of economic 
development tools, April 
Metzger, Chair of the Port, 
emphasized, “Our county 
is ripe with potential, and 
by leveraging the right mix 
of economic development 
tools, we can unlock oppor-
tunities for growth, prosper-
ity, and long-term sustain-
ability.”

The Port isn’t the only tool 
that Pickaway County has 
in its toolbox for economic 
development. Look for future 
articles in the Herald cover-
ing, JEDDs, TIFs, CRAs and 
more! After the articles are 
published, you can also find 
them online at circlevillehe-
rald.com and pickawayprog-
ress.com/news/.

Lexi Heidish is the Assistant Direc-
tor of Pickaway Progress Partnership 
(P3) and the Pickaway County Port 
Authority. Much appreciated!

Spotlight/from A1

A total of 22 newspapers 
submitted 608 contest entries 
in more than 20 categories, 
including newspaper design, 
news and sports coverage, 
photography, and advertis-
ing. 

The newspapers were 
split into three categories, 
depending on their circula-
tion.

The Circleville Herald won 
four awards in categories 
including in-depth report-
ing, column writing, best 
sports feature and best local 
feature. 

Editor Miles Layton won 
second place in the in-depth 
reporting category for his 
coverage of the Circleville 
K-9 attacking an unarmed 
man at a traffic stop.

The judges wrote of the 
in-depth story, “Miles Lay-
ton of the Circleville Her-
ald provides comprehensive 
and responsible coverage on 
a police K-9’s involvement 
in a traffic stop by obtain-
ing and reporting on a video 
recording of the case. Layton 
provided key information 
about how the canine offi-
cer directed the dog to attack 
an unarmed Black motorist, 
sending the motorist to the 
hospital and alarming other 
officers at the scene.”

Layton also won second 
place in the Original Col-
umns category. Regarding 
Layton’s columns, the judges 
commented, ”The no-non-
sense tone of these columns 
really piqued my interest. 
The writer’s passionate about 
journalism and the place 
where he lives, and he lets 
you know this sometimes in a 
snarky way.”

Herald Sports Editor Ali-
cia Caple won third place for 
Best Sports Feature for her 
article on Teays Valley grad-
uate Camden McDanel, who 
won a gold medal in wres-
tling during the 2023 U20 
Pan-American Wrestling 
Championships. “A nice 
lead gets a story about a local 
wrestler winning gold at the 
Pan-American Games off to 
a good start.”

Former Circleville Herald 
reporter Steven Collins won 
first place in the Best Local 
Feature category for his arti-
cle on Vietnam veteran Terry 
Cavinee, who reunited with 
his war buddy Tomez Mur-
dock after 54 years apart.

The judges commented, 
“Steven Collins of the Cir-
cleville Herald makes readers 
care about Vietnam Marine 

and local resident Terry Cav-
inee as he recounts the vet’s 
participation in an Honor 
Flight and meetup with a war 
buddy from 54 years ear-
lier. Readers need regular 
reminders of the cost of war. 
Collins delivers this in his 
well-reported and well-writ-
ten story on Cavinee.”

The Athens Messenger 
earned four awards, while the 
Athens News won one award.

Editor Nicole Bow-
man-Layton along with 
Regional Editor Miles Lay-
ton earned third place in the 
in-depth reporting category 
for their coverage of the hir-
ing of Lori Stewart Gonza-
lez as Ohio University’s 23rd 
president.

The judges commented, 
“Nicole Bowman Layton and 
Miles Layton and the Ath-
ens Messenger do a stellar 
job laying out the salary and 
perks for newly named Ohio 
University President Laura 
Stewart Gonzalez. Read-
ers are well served when 
their local journalists dig up 
details about how tax dol-
lars are spent on higher ed, 
especially when those dollars 
top $600,000 a year for one 
administrator.”

Bowman-Layton earned 
third place in the Best News 
Story category for a Mes-
senger article about Federal 
Hocking Local Schools hav-
ing to charge students for 
meals this academic year. 
The judges commented, 
“Nice, in-depth. Looks 
beyond the news of the day 
about how the meals pro-
gram works.”

Veteran photographer 
John Halley won two awards 
in the Best News Photo cat-
egory for his photographs 
of the Honey of the Heart 
parade (second place, Athens 
Messenger) and a protest of 
Artifacts Gallery (first place, 
Athens News).

Sports Editor Eric Decker 
won third place in the Best 
Sports Photo for his photo 
of Nelsonville-York foot-
ball player Gavin Richards 
doing a flip before the start 
of a game. The judges com-
mented, “Good one. The 
spontaneousness of the 
action and the photogra-
pher being in the right place 
and the right time earned this 
photo award consideration.”

Besides Miles Layton’s 
award with the Messenger, he 
won second place in the Best 
News Story for a Vinton Jack-
son Courier article, “I want 
justice for my son,” about 
Travis Williams seeking 

answers from authorities 
regarding the death of his 
son, Travis Dakota Williams.

The judges said, “An emo-
tional story handled well 
without going over the top. 
Good job of following up on 
a story that gets overlooked 
until (a case)reaches a con-
clusion.”

An article related to Ath-
ens County written by Logan 
Daily News Editor Jim Phil-
lips — “Former Nelsonville 
resident recounts journey 
from prison to redemption 
(and music videos)” received 
third place for Best Local 
Profile. It featured former 
Nelsonville resident Ryan 
Horrocks, who overcame 
addiction. The judges com-
mented, “Jim Phillips’ solid 
profile covers the journey of 
this person’s life.”

Pike County News Watch-
man Sports Editor Julie Bill-
ings won three awards, one 
for photography and two 
for sports features. She won 
first place for Best Sports 
Photo for a photograph 
titled “Reds, Giants play at 
the plate,” which features a 
Giants player sliding into 
home during a baseball game 
in Cincinnati.

“In my six years of judging, 
this photograph is the best I 
have ever judged,” the judge 
noted. “It hits all of the qual-
ities one would like to have 
mastery of, and as a photo-
journalist, there was a sense 
of when the action was hap-
pening, how to place them-
selves within the context of 
the image, and knowing how 
to capture emotion in the 
athletes.“

Billings won first and sec-
ond place in the Best Sports 
Feature category. The second 
place feature, “Days of coach-
ing: Daughters following in 
their mom’s footsteps“ high-
lighted two women who, like 
their mother, coach volley-
ball. The mother reflected on 
the first time her daughters 
squared off as variety coaches 
for the first time.

The judge noted it was a 
well-done story.

The first-place feature, 
“From wrangling sheep to 
wrestling, Farmer heads to 
state as Western’s first wres-
tler,” featured a wrestler head-
ing to the state tournament. 
The judge noted, “This is a 
great story on several fronts 
— from the headline to the 
anecdote about Callie Farm-
er’s farm chores wrestling 
with 140-pound sheep — 
makes this the first-place 
winner in this category.”

Awards/from A1


